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“I’m in love with a strict machine”

Goldfrapp



Myths behind “online proctoring software” 

• Myth #1: “It works.” 

• It does not work.


• Automated surveillance is not an effective deterrent to cheating.


• Myth #2: “It is necessary.” 

• It is never necessary.


• Software-based in-home surveillance is not proctoring – it is not ethical.



George Orwell Predicted Cameras 
Would Watch Us in Our Homes



“It works.” 
• “Lol, lockdown browser is funny.   

It's like they think we have one 
computer at home, no tablets, 
android phones, other laptops.”  
— YouTube cheating video comment


• “You’re paying so much to be at 
school and to be protected, and 
you’re forced to use a program that 
you don't even feel safe with.”  
— Michelle Nguyen,  
     Western University


• “The level of stress that students 
have with their camera on and 
knowing that they’re being watched 
constantly makes them perform 
much worse than they would perform 
if they were in a test center.”   
— Aharon Grama, CUNY



“Automated proctoring is also a direct and 
abhorrent violation of our children’s privacy. 

Proctorio and other companies get access to 
personal data from our children, including their 

personal computers, private rooms in their homes, 
and other data.  

It is unacceptable that our children must surrender 
their civil rights, especially while attending a public 

institution, to complete their education.”
Letter “2000 Parents Call on McGraw-Hill Publishing to End Partnership with Proctorio”
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“It is necessary.” 

• “indistinguishable from 
spyware…” — EFF


• “Our job as teachers and 
professors is not to surveil 
and police our students, but 
it’s to educate them.”  
— David Parry,  
     St. Josephs U. 


• “CR asked several leading 
proctoring services about 
their security practices but 
got limited responses.”



“There’s something called the  
‘prison-to-school pipeline,’ when schools take 

technologies and ideologies that originate  
either in policing, law enforcement, prisons, jails, 

and start using them in classrooms. 
Proctorio is absolutely a  

‘prison-to-school’ technology.” 

Shea Swauger, University of Colorado Denver librarian
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Affirmative Approach 



Fair Use 

Everything is this presentation is used under the doctrine of “fair use.” 

The law allows the use of portions of copyrighted work without permission from the owner. 


Fair use is a defense to copyright infringement. 

Under the U.S. Copyright Act, the fair use of copyrighted material without permission is allowed when used for the following purposes:


Criticism; Comment; News reporting; Teaching, includes making copies for use in the classroom; Scholarship and research; Parody.


